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As we look forward into the learning 
opportunities being planned for the coming 
weeks, there are a few key items we would 
like to highlight:

5 Essentials Survey
The 5Essentials Survey is an instrument 
administered online by the University of 
Chicago on behalf of the Illinois State 
Board of Education. It is the single greatest 
opportunity for districts to gather online 
feedback from their parents in a format that 
can be organized into data-based reports 
and published each year as part of the 
Illinois School Report Card. Our school 
community’s participation can help us 
identify areas of strength and those in need 
of support. Equipped with this knowledge, 
school decision-makers can be better 
positioned to target resources and efforts to 
more efficiently serve our students and 
families. In order for our school to obtain 
valid and reliable feedback, we are 
hoping that at least 75% of our families 
will take the time to complete this 
survey. 

BY MR.  SIMPSON

The survey is now live and will remain 
available through Mar 11, 2022.

Link for parents to take the survey: 

All responses are confidential and 
individuals cannot be identified through the 
survey process. It is possible to skip 
questions as all items may not be 
applicable to every school or district. 
Additionally, faculty and 4th -8th graders 
will each have their own versions of the 
survey to fill out. We will receive data back 
from the State Board next fall about the 
results of this survey, and will look forward 
to your input!
If you have any questions or experience 
any difficulties, please call 5Essentials 
Client Services at 1-866-440-1874. Thank 
you, in advance, for your participation.

Tracking Local COVID Data 
As a result of the recent Appellate Court 
decision, combined with the General 
Assembly Joint Committee’s action, the 
judicial and legislative branches of our 
state government have declared that the 
executive branch had over-extended its 
authority in certain areas of its pandemic 
response policies.

http://survey.5-essentials.org/ill inois/survey/parent/

http://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/survey/parent/
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These actions have restored greater 
authority to local health departments and 
school boards. Our district will now be using 
local health data to determine our pandemic 
measures, including masking. Currently, our 
locale remains in the “high-substantial risk” 
zone for dangerous rates of indoor 
transmission of COVID. We are hopeful that 
higher rates of vaccination and slowing 
transmission will eventually return us to the 
safety of “low risk,” that we enjoyed last 
summer. At that point, county health 
department guidelines would move from 
“masks required” to “masks recommended.” 
Our district’s legal counsel and insurance 
providers have strongly advised us that 
reliance upon local health data is the safest 
manner in which our district can quantifiably 
support any future relaxation of pandemic 
response protocols. Following their guidance 
allows us to avoid increasing our district’s 
liability risk exposure through irresponsible 
impatience and/or knowingly defying local 
health protocols. We are certainly looking 
forward to the day that our local health data 
gives us good news!   
 
Return of Instruments and Vocals in 
Music 
One very positive local data trend is the 
steep decline in the dangerous Delta variant 
of COVID. This, combined with other 
affirmative trends, has allowed us to safely 
bring back the return of instruments and 
vocals to our music classes! Students will 
again be allowed to safely play wind 
 

instruments, including recorders, and 
engage in singing so long as they maintain 
a three foot radius around them and slide 
mouthpieces under masks or through 
“music only” masks with slits. Protective 
bell covers will remain in use as well. 
Students in the upper grades should 
please remember to bring their 
instruments every music day: Mondays, 
Tuesdays, and Thursdays for the 
remainder of the school year.. 

Return of Chess Club
Starting on Monday, March 7th, on 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 3rd- 8th grade 
students are invited to join our Chess 
Club. After many years of faithful 
leadership, Mr. Delille is no longer able to 
serve as our chess club sponsor, but we 
are pleased to welcome Mr. Jacob Hill, 
who teaches chess and other gaming skills 
at the Creston Public Library, as our new 
club sponsor. Chess Club will meet after 
school on Mondays and Wednesdays until 
4:15 PM. All chess club attendees will 
need to have a signed permission slip in 
order to participate. If you are considering 
attending, please come to the first session 
on Monday, March 7th. Chess season will 
conclude with the Eswood Chess 
Tournament, which has been tentatively 
scheduled for the evening of Thursday, 
April 21st.

 



Weekly COVID Screening Testing Still 
Available
Free weekly COVID screening using the 
SHIELD Saliva Test developed at the 
University of Illinois will continue to be 
performed each Tuesday morning 
throughout the time that our locale 
continues to remain a “high-substantial 
risk” area for indoor transmission of 
coronavirus. Students cannot participate 
with documented parent/ guardian

 

permission. Students may be signed up at 
any time. If you are interested, please find 
the link to the permission form on our 
school website:
http://www.stewardschool220.org/

 As this school year progresses, we 
continue to be grateful for the many 
blessings of kindness, caring and support 
shown by the families of our students and 
the Steward community.

Sincerely,
Steven C. Simpson, 
Superintendent/Principal
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M R .  M C C O R M I C K ' S
M U S I C  C L A S S E S

BY MR.  MCCORMICK

In Music, we are finally able to bring
instruments back to the school. I would
like all students to have their instruments
back to school by Tuesday, March 1st,
2022. This applies to students from 5th
grade through 8th grade band kids and 3rd
and 4th graders that have recorders. 

In Kindergarten - 4th grade, we have
been recently working on various activities
through the time of not being able to sing
due to COVID. We have been working on
the basics of how to write music, play the
piano, and every Thursday it has become
a little tradition to learn about a new music
composer and refresh our memories on the
composers we have already learned about. 
 

In 5th - 8th grade, we have worked a lot 
on rhythmic learning and hold ourselves 
accountable for learning rhythms by taking 
home a practice log to fill out. Since we 
can play our instruments at the school, we 
will no longer need to do practice logs. 
While the students that are not in band will 
learn about various things in the world of 
music history. 

 We will be doing something new with all 
the students in grades 5-8, which is that 
every Thursday we will be incorporating 
singing into the classroom, like a choir. 
Every student will get to work together 
making music rather than some students 
being in band and some learning about 
music history. 

 

http://www.stewardschool220.org/


Math is always an adventure. We were 
able to explore the building looking for 3-D 
shapes. It was so fun to see other 
classrooms. We will start to identify and 
use numbers 0-100. It might seem like a 
lot, but we are up for the challenge.

For both Social Studies and Science, we 
were talking about seasons and how the
seasons change. We are starting to 
explore landforms and learning about 
different habitats. I am so blessed to teach 
kindergarten. I can not express how proud 
I am of them for all the growth they are 
showing and continue to show!
 

M R S .  E S P O S I T O ' S
K I N D E R G A R T E N
C L A S S

BY MRS.  ESPOSITO

Kindergarten is continuing to work very 
hard this new year. We have covered 33 
sight words so far and work daily to read, 
write, and spell them. I am so proud to 
announce that we know all of our letters 
and sounds. 
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M R S .  H A Y E S ' S
1 S T - 2 N D  G R A D E  
C L A S S E S

BY MRS.  HAYES

   The 1st and 2nd graders are zipping 
through their learning at this point in the 
year. We have even passed the 100th day 
of school! The 100th day was on January 
25th. We celebrated it by making art 
projects using 100 objects from home. The 
students were very creative. 

  They also wrote bucket lists for what they 
want to do before they turn 100 years old. 
Some of the students even dressed up like 
they were 100 years old! It was a fun day 
for the entire class.
 

Math

Social Studies
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M R S .  H A Y E S ' S  1 S T - 2 N D  G R A D E  C L A S S E S  C O N T I N U E D

The students are also continuing to work on 
their ten Fry Sight Word Lists. Four 
students have finished learning all ten lists 
and the other six students are continuing to 
learn more words each week. In order to 
practice these words each day, the students 
read through them every morning during 
reading class and again with their 6th grade 
reading buddies. We started partnering up 
with the 6th graders at the beginning of 
February, and I have already seen what an 
improvement that has made for my 
students. We head upstairs each morning 
during the 6th grade study hall period so 
the students can read their small phonics 
book and flashcards with their reading 
buddy. Not only are the students getting in 
wonderful practice, they are also building 
great relationships with the other students 
in the building. Both groups seem to really 
enjoy that time together.

 

In reading, we have been working on 
visualization, inferences, and note-taking. 
Each of the skills will help the students 
improve both their reading and study skills. 
All the students are continuing to gain the 
phonics patterns that they need to read 
harder texts each month. 

In writing, we are focusing on fluency in 
our writing. This means that we are trying 
to write like we speak. We are learning to
use different lengths in our sentences as 
well as start each sentence with a different 
word. Also, we are learning how to use 
commas correctly in order to break up our 
run-on and rambling sentences. 

 

In math, the 2nd graders are just starting a 
unit on measurement. This is a nice break 
from all the different strategies we have 
been taught to help solve addition and 
subtraction problems. 1st grade is focusing 
on using addition and subtraction to solve 
comparison problems. Both groups enjoy 
using small white boards and expo 
markers to have additional practice during 
math. 

 

In science we are studying landforms and 
bodies of water. The students have been 
using clay to model mountains, hills, 
plateaus, canyons, glaciers, oceans, lakes, 
etc. They really enjoy doing labs almost 
every day to supplement their learning in 
an active way. 

 

Reading

Math

Writing

Science
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M R S .  S W A R T Z ' S
3 R D - 4 T H  G R A D E  
C L A S S E S

BY MRS.  SWARTZ

 
   We are finishing our unit on fossils in 
Science. We have learned that fossils tell 
the story of how Earth has changed over 
time. We buried “fossils” in layers of play- 
doh for each other. Then we dug up the 
“fossils” that had been hidden by a 
different group. We made inferences about 
the changing climate based on the type of 
fossils we uncovered. We are excited to 
learn more about fossils during a field trip 
to the Burpee Museum in Rockford on 
March 29. More details to come!  

 
 In math, the fourth graders are continuing 
our work on fractions. We are adding and
subtracting fractions and mixed numbers. 
The third graders are finishing a unit on 
division strategies. We are using
multiplication problems to help us solve 
division problems. We are also looking for 
patterns in numbers to make multiplication 
and division easier.     

 

  In addition to making inferences based 
on fossil evidence, we are also practicing 
inferencing while reading. We have 
learned that when we take clues from the 
text and put them together with what we 
already know, we can infer new 
information about the story or characters. 
We are also paying attention to how 
visualizing helps us understand and 
remember what we read. We also worked 
on taking notes while reading nonfiction. 
We just finished reading The 39 Clues and 
have started reading Wonder. We are 
perfecting our cursive and manuscript 
handwriting.  

Science

Math

Reading
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M S .  K A L A T A ' S
5 T H  G R A D E  C L A S S

BY MS.  KALATA

               Division is a skill 5th graders have 
conquered this month. Students have 
learned how to solve division problems 
using both decimals and whole numbers. 
We are super excited for March to be here 
because we are participating in our own 
version of March Madness called “Math 
Madness.” Instead of our Daily Math packet, 
students will complete a worksheet at the 
beginning of math reviewing previously 
learned concepts. Depending on how many 
problems each student gets correct, they 
will be able to shoot a basketball through 
the hoop in our room. At the end of our 
math tournament, the top 3 students will 
receive a prize. 

One of our favorite parts of the day is 
watching CNN 10, when we have time. 
CNN 10 keeps students up to date with
current events in the U.S. and the world. 
Students are going to begin researching 
several current events and act as 
newscasters by recording their findings on 
a platform called “Flipgrid.” Starting the 
following week, our class will begin our 
unit on the Civil War. We will spend time 
learning about the roots of slavery by 
looking at the Atlantic Slave Trade, and we 
will explore how the economic impacts of 
slavery would eventually lead to war.

                           This week we finished 
reading the book Becoming Kareem, and 
wrote a reflection paper summarizing the 
novel. Students learned about the Civil 
Rights Movement and how it impacted 
basketball player Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. 
We are continuing to improve our writing 
skills, and will be spending time critiquing 
writing samples from other 5th grade 
classes. From there, students will use 
similar writing prompts and create their 
own narrative and persuasive papers that 
reflect skills learned so far this year.

Students have had a blast learning about 
the different kinds of rocks found in Earth’s 
landscape. Along with our readings, 
students have completed several labs, 
constructed their own landforms, and 
completed research projects relating to 
igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic 
rocks. 

Bui ld ing Landforms
President 's  Day

Research Project Rock Project

Social Studies

Language Arts

Science

Math
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M R S .  L O E F F E L H O L Z ' S
A R T  C L A S S E S

BY MRS.  LOEFFELHOLZ

   Happy February, art fans! In 
Kindergarten, our tiniest students are 
discovering more Japanese culture by 
constructing 2D Kokeshi dolls & Soba 
noodles (a popular dish in Japan!) 

Lastly, our 7th & 8th grade students are 
continuing 3D alebrijes from paper mache 
using artist Pedro Linares as inspiration. I’m 
feeling very fortunate to witness such talent 
here at Steward School!

Our Aztec self-portraits in 6th grade are 
coming along quite nicely! The idea is to create 
an Aztec image portraying qualities of each 
individual student, much like the ancient 
images of deities. 

In 5th grade, students are tapping into their 
own artistic techniques with our installation art: 
ceiling tiles in the Art Room! 

Our 3rd & 4th 
graders are 
reviewing warm & 
cool colors by 
incorporating both in 
their painted 
landscapes! 

Our 1st & 2nd 
graders are 
celebrating Black 
History by 
studying artist 
Faith Ringgold & 
crafting paper 
quilts in her 
unique style. 
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M R S .  O D L E ' S
6 - 8  G R A D E  C L A S S E S

BY MRS.  ODLE

6th Grade Math:
The 6th graders have started their journey 
into the world of Algebra with one-step 
math equations. They're learning to write 
the math problem from a word problem 
and, then, how to solve it. We are finding 
that we already do many of the steps 
needed to solve the problem, and that 
we're actually looking at the same 
problems we've been doing for years in a 
different way.  

7th Grade Math:
In 7th grade math, we recently finished a 
chapter on inequalities. This chapter was 
very similar to the previous one focusing 
on one and two step equations. The 
students realized that all of the steps and 
rules they learned in the previous chapter 
pertain to the problems we completed in 
this chapter as well. This served as a great 
way to review and solidify the process in 
their minds.

8th Grade Math:
We have begun our journey into the 
geometric world. The students are finding 
out that geometry and algebra are closely 
related. They are learning to look at 
shapes and angles in the real world to help 
them solve problems that pertain to them.  

6th-8th Grade Science:
We started the 3rd semester diving deeper 
into the science of passing on genes to 
offspring. We're learning how these genes 
show themselves in the offspring and when 
they "hide." We will also be further 
discussing how knowing how genes are 
passed on can help us to understand how 
a species evolves and survives.

 
Student Council:
February has been a very busy month for 
our Escape Room Committee. They have 
put in numerous hours from December 
through now to plan our very own school-
wide escape room! They met with Ms. 
Katie from Lee County Ag in the 
Classroom to learn what an escape room 
looks like and how to plan one. From 
there, they decided to set up three 
different levels for the students in different 
age brackets to complete the escape 
room: K-2, 3-5, and 6-8.  This group has 
very creatively constructed various puzzles 
and riddles for each group to solve as they 
attempt to escape Steward Elementary 
Prison and gain their freedom much like 
the famous Escape from Alcatraz.  
   This month Steward School also hosted 
the Meridian Conference Girls' 
Basketball Tournament. To show our 
support the student council planned a 
spirit week where students dressed up 
each day with a different theme to support 
our team.
   Finally, with much help from Mrs. 
Loeffelholz, the mural in the entrance is 
complete! It really brightens up the 
            entryway.
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M R S .  S T R O H ' S
6 - 8  G R A D E  C L A S S E S

In READING this month, we wrapped up 
our students teaching the class about their 
short stories. We are also in the middle of 
our next unit which asks the question if 
every conflict has a winner. We have 
excerpts from Letters from Rifka and Two 
Kinds. Although the students’ favorite story 
was the short story Rikki-Tikki-Tavi. 
Students loved working on how the setting 
affected the story and trying to predict 
what would happen with the lovable 
mongoose.

BY MRS.  STROH

In LANGUAGE ARTS, students are 
working on wrapping up our speech unit. 
We had made creative entries which 
included some students writing and 
performing their own duet skit. We are 
focusing on modifiers at this time in our 
grammar unit. Students are learning about 
adjectives and adverbs and how to use 
them to enhance their writing. This 
supplements our six-traits writing topic of 
word choice and voice.

   In 6th and 7th grade social studies, 
students have concluded our unit about 
ancient Rome. They loved learning about all 
the different emperors and the inventions 
that Romans created that are still in use 
today. We will soon be beginning our unit on 
the Medieval World and working on 
memorizing important European countries.

8th graders have completed learning about World War I. We ran a simulation about the 
stock market crash of 1929. Students were excited to invest their “borrow” $200 and 
make money in the first few rounds of trading. They were saddened to learn that they 
had lost it all and had to pay back their loan at the end of the simulation. We are 
currently learning about Franklin Delano Roosevelt and the New Deal. Students are 
looking forward to World War II. 

Social Studies



   Mrs. Swartz grew up in a small town in Northwest Iowa. She went to college there and 
taught at a high school for one year. When her oldest son went to preschool, she liked to 
help in his classroom. It was then she realized that she enjoyed the company of very small 
people. She went to Rockford University to get an elementary teaching certificate and kept 
going to classes until she had a Master’s Degree with a Reading Teacher Certification. 
She now lives in Rochelle with her family.
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Meet the teacher:

Mrs. Swartz

About Me:

Hobbies:

My Kids:My Husband:

   When she grows up she would like to be an 
author by day and an actress by night. 

 

 Her son, Paul, is a junior and has 
come back to Steward to help coach 
volleyball and basketball this year. 
Her other son, Derek, is a 7th grader 
at SES.
 

  Mrs. Swartz feels confident sending 
her Steward students to RTHS where 
they will likely run into her husband 
who teaches English, coaches the 
speech team, and does the public 
address announcing for football and
boys’ basketball. 

 reading

listening to books while she does 

“paint by number” projects

traveling with her family to baseball games and dinosaur museums

When she grows up:



  Hello!  I am Miss Kalata, and this is my first year as a full-time fifth grade teacher. I am 
thrilled to be in the community of Steward, Illinois. I graduated from Western Illinois 
University in December of 2020 with a degree in History Education. I completed my 
student teaching experience in a high school social studies classroom and received an 
endorsement to teach 5th-8th grade after I graduated. I taught 5th grade last spring as a 
long-term substitute teacher, and found that I absolutely loved it! I enjoy having a close- 
knit community within my classroom, and I’m excited to see how much my students have 
grown by the end of the year. 
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Meet the teacher:

Ms. Kalata

About Me:

Hobbies:

My Advice:

My family:

If I could give advice to my students, it would be to 
appreciate the ups and downs life throws at you. 
While growth can be uncomfortable, it is forming 
you into the person you are supposed to be. Stay 
positive and keep going! 

Spending my summers 
working at a golf course  

   I am originally from 
Rochelle, Illinois, and I 
recently moved to Davis 
Junction. While I don’t have 
children of my own, I am an 
“auntie” and have an 
adorable nephew named 
Elijah. 

I enjoy spending time 
with my family

Going on walks

Working on my (horrible) 
golf swing

Binge watching any new show Netflix puts out

Relaxing by a lake in Northern Wisconsin.


