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Emphasizing a Spirit of Giving as Part of Building 
Responsible Citizens

Each morning we read announcements from the office that include, amongst other items, a 
moment of silence, the Pledge of Allegiance, the day’s lunch menu, etc. As part of an all- 
school emphasis on increasing our mathematics awareness, we designated Mondays as “Math 
Mondays” where various math facts or trivia are shared. In order to address social/emotional 
and citizenship awareness, each Wednesday has been deemed “Wisdom Wednesday” where a 
quote from well known women and men, past or present, is shared for thought and reflection. 
Sometimes an entire month may have a theme that ties each Wednesday’s snippet of wisdom 
together. For example, this past November, we focused on gratitude and the importance of 
thanksgiving as a core value for all of us.

This December, our Wisdom Wednesday’s have been devoted to the spirit of giving. The 
quotes that have been shared thus far are:



“No one has ever become poor by giving.” 
Teenage Author and Holocaust Victim Anne Frank

“We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.”
Former British Prime Minister Winston Churchill

“As we work to create a light for others, we naturally light our own way.”
Author/Artist Mary Anne Radmacher 

These are one small way in which we try to help build upon the many important lessons that 
are taught in the homes of our students and/or the places of worship or extra-curricular 
organizations to which they may belong. The holidays are a joyous time for fellowship, family, 
friends and celebration. What messages of giving are celebrated in your home or with your 
family? If you have favorite values-based quotes from well-known people you admire, please 
feel free to share them with us by email, so that we may share them with our whole school on a 
Wisdom Wednesday. May you and your loved ones enjoy the hope, peace, joy and love of this 
Christmas season and experience a Happy New Year!

   The PE classes had a relay event for Veterans day. Each different class had to work on team 
building activities to complete the relay. There were two different competitions, one for the 
lower grades and one for the upper grades.  The winners each received a prize bag full of items 
donated by the Armed Forces. The winning classes were the 4th & 5th grade classes for the 
lower grades and the 6th & 8th grade classes for the upper grades.
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 PE class by Mr. Hanes



Kindergarten
Kindergarten has been doing such amazing things this holiday season. We are so excited to 

announce that we know all our letters and sounds with 100% accuracy. We have started 
working on sounding out words and playing around the world as we are doing that.

The students have been very 
interested in what Mrs. 

Esposito's math STEM group has 
been working on. They often 

come into the class and ask the 
older students questions about 
what they are creating and how 

it works.  
 

We have been working really hard on our positive actions for our social emotional learning. The 
students are learning about different feelings and how they can change our mood throughout 

the day. We are also working on having compassion and understanding for others' feelings.

We are still continuing our AG in the 
classroom and recently the students 

learned about different types of 
pine trees. They also learned about 

why they stay green all year.  
 

Mrs. Esposito is wishing all her families and the students at Steward 
a safe and happy holiday!

by Mrs. Esposito



time
possessions
energy
talent
thoughts
money
actions
feelings

In social emotional learning, we are 
focusing on the eight gifts that everyone 

has. These gifts include: 

 
We are learning that we can use our gifts 

wisely or foolishly. We are practicing 
having positive thoughts, positive 

actions, and positive feelings when using
our gifts.

1st Grade
The first graders are continuing to work hard this year. In reading, we have 

been working on summarizing fiction stories, identifying the author’s
purpose for writing a text, and cause and effect relationships found in 

stories. The students are also continuing to learn more sight words each 
week as well as more phonics patterns. 

   We finished reading the book Flat Stanley, by Jeff Brown and then mailed 
our own Flat Stanleys to friends and family. We are anxiously waiting to hear 

back about all the fun adventures he has while away from Steward. This 
project included learning how to write a formal letter, how to address an 
envelope neatly, and a quick trip to the post office to mail off our letters.

 
In Math we have just finished up our unit on addition. 
We are now diving into subtraction. We are learning 
different strategies for subtracting. These strategies 
include counting up, counting back, using a number 

line, using dot math, and drawing it out. The students 
love using actual cubes to model their thinking in math.

The students’ creativity and ability in writing are 
continuing to grow each week. We just finished up a 

unit on organization. During this unit, we learned that 
we need to have a beginning, middle, and end in our 
stories. We also learned how to organize our writing 
by using transitional words like first, next, then, and 
last. Our next unit will be about word choice. We will 
learn about using verbs, adverbs, and adjectives in 

our writing to make it more interesting.

by Mrs. Hayes



 2nd & 3rd Grade
The 2nd and 3rd graders have been improving their 

reading comprehension by summarizing fiction, 
determining an author’s purpose for writing, and 

understanding cause and effect relationships. We have 
also been learning new vocabulary words during our daily 

word wall practice. Recent words include effervescent, 
perilous, and domain. Ask your student about their 

favorite word wall word or chant.

The second graders have been 
learning several strategies to help 
them subtract. We practiced with 

base ten blocks to help us 
visualize what happens when we 

regroup one ten for ten ones. 

 The third graders have been using their new 
multiplication skills to find the area of 

rectangles. We used post-it notes on our desks 
to understand that area is measured in square 

units. We also learned that post-it notes are fun.

 We are finishing our combined language 
arts and social studies country research 
projects. Students picked a country and 

completed a book with information about 
the country. We finished the quarter by 

learning a little about how winter holidays 
are celebrated around the world. We are 
all excited to start learning Science after 

winter break!

by Mrs. Swartz



4th & 5th Grade
 It’s hard to believe we’re already halfway through the year! Fourth and fifth grade have 
been doing a great job with all of our different activities and subjects this semester. In 
language arts we have been working on organization and descriptive words. They have 

been doing a great job coming up with exciting words to use in their writing. We will 
continue to work on everything we have learned so far.

In math both classes have been doing a fantastic job 
meeting each new challenge in the topics we learn about. 
Fourth grade learned about number patterns and how to 
multiply large numbers. Mrs. Aldridge has been teaching 
the 4th grade with me this semester as well. They have 

been having a great time learning from two teachers. Fifth 
grade also learned how to multiply larger numbers, as

well as multiplying decimals. Both classes are currently 
working on long division and are continuing to work on 

keeping a growth mindset when things get difficult.

 This semester we focused on social studies. 
Our social studies topics included 

geography and learning about our different 
states. We learned about the different 

regions of the United States as well as what 
can be found there. The class also 

completed their first research project of the 
year! They each chose a state to research 
and created a poster or slideshow to show 
what they learned. They were able to share 

their work with both our class and Mrs. 
Swartz’s class. We also had Mrs. Pratt join 

our class again for Ag in the Classroom. We 
spent four weeks learning about what food 
grows in our country and around the world 
and why we eat the things that we do. Our 

last lesson had the class creating their own 
plants to get all the food and water 

necessary to feed a family living in Africa. 
Their ideas were so creative and they had a 

great time! Next semester we will be 
returning to science.

We have also been continuing our lessons in Positive 
Action. This semester we have been focusing on 
positive actions for living a healthy life. We have 
discussed the different food groups and why it is 

important to have a variety of foods in your meals. We 
have also talked about the importance of exercise and 

sleep for keeping your body energized. We will be 
continuing to learn about other ways to stay healthy 

through the next semester.

A finished 
resource map!

Some very creative plants in 
progress!!

Working on our 
resource maps

by Ms. Dietze


